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Bush Wants to Preserve Everglades 

Thu May 30, 5:39 AM ET 


By SANDRA SOBIERAJ, Associated Press Writer 


WASHINGTON (AP) - President Bush (news - web sites) wants to use $235 million in federal funds to protect 
Florida's Everglades and beaches from oil and gas drilling in a move likely to help his brother's campaign for re- 

"Florida is known worldwide for its beautiful coastal waters and the Everglades. Today we 
are acting to preserve both," the president said Wednesday in a written statement. 

Environmentalists applauded the action but called on Bush to apply similar protections to 
Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (news - web sites) , the Rocky Mountain Front and 
other areas he wants to open to energy production. 

Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, seeking a second term in November, escorted to the White House 
members of the Collier family, who are to receive $120 million for their oil and gas drilling rights if Congress 
approves the agreement. 


election as governor. 
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A separate $115 million settlement buying out nine oil and gas leases to preclude drilling in Gulf of Mexico areas 
closest to Pensacola, does not require legislation, said Interior Secretary Gale Norton. 


Asked whether his campaign will benefit, Jeb Bush, the president's younger brother, replied: "I hope so. But more 
importantly, it is good public policy and when there's a convergence of good politics and good public policy, I don't 
think we should be ashamed about it." 


Jeb Bush also addressed the apparent discrepancy between the president's push to open the Alaskan refuge to oil 
drilling at the same time he was bargaining to take substantial areas in Florida off the table for energy production. 

"I find nothing ironic about it at all," the governor said, noting that the Florida economy relies heavily on tourists 
who want clean beaches. He said it is for others to decide the Alaska question. 

At the Natural Resources Defense Council, policy analyst Lisa Speer said the deal was good news but amounted to a 
"double standard" when weighed against the administration's interest in developing energy resources in Alaska and 
the Rocky Mountain Front. 

But the Natural Gas Supply Association called the deal a setback to the U.S. energy supply, noting that Destin Dome 
represented enough potential gas to supply 1 million American households for 30 years. 
































































The proposed $120 million buyout of the Collier family would nullify its substantial oil and gas rights in the Florida 
Panther National Wildlife Refuge, Ten Thousand Islands National Wildlife Refuge and Big Cypress National 
Preserve, which is adjacent to Everglades National Park. 

The $115 million payment settles a lawsuit by several petroleum companies accusing the federal government of 
throwing up regulatory hurdles to their development of oil and gas leases in Destin Dome, the large natural gas field 
in the Gulf of Mexico offshore from Pensacola. By buying back the development leases in question, the Bush 
administration is precluding oil and gas production in the area. 

During the 2000 presidential campaign, Bush supported offshore drilling but promised to consult with governors and 
back those, like his brother, who seek bans off their state coastlines. 
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US to Pay $235 Million for Florida Oil, Gas Rights 

Wed May 29, 3:21 PM ET 


By Arshad Mohammed 


WASHINGTON (Reuters) - President Bush (news - web sites) on Wednesday announced deals to pay about $235 
million to buy oil and gas rights near the Everglades and in the Gulf of Mexico, protecting the national park and 
Florida coast while burnishing his brother Florida Gov. Jeb Bush's environmental record. 


Photos 
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The moves to prevent oil and gas exploration, announced at the White House, are likely to 
help the governor's standing with environmentalists as he seeks reelection this year and to 
boost support for the president in the state that gave him the White House in the disputed 
2000 election. 

By siding with local interests, however, the president appears to be compromising his 
position that the United States must develop more domestic energy resources, notably by 
drilling in Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (news - web sites) (ANWR). 


Under an agreement that requires congressional approval, the U.S. government will pay the Collier family about 
$120 million for mineral rights in Big Cypress National Preserve — which sits beside Everglades National Park — as 
well as in Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge and Ten Thousand Islands National Wildlife Refuge. 

The White House said the Collier family had donated some of the land to create the three preserves but retained the 
rights to their oil and gas reserves, which the Interior Department estimated at the equivalent of 40 million barrels of 
oil. 


PRESERVING NATIONAL TREASURES 

Under the second agreement, the government will pay about $115 million to several oil companies, including 
ChevronTexaco Corp., Conoco Inc. and Murphy Oil Corp., to buy out seven of nine natural gas leases in the "Destin 
Dome Unit" field off the coast of Pensacola, Florida. 

The White House said the second deal will settle litigation over the Destin Dome field brought by several of the oil 
companies, which sued the federal government over alleged improper regulatory hurdles that have delayed 
development. 

Under this agreement, which does not require congressional approval, the Interior Department said Murphy Oil Corp 
will retain the two other Destin Dome leases but these will be suspended until at least 2012. 

"These are important steps in preserving some of our nation's most beautiful natural treasures," Bush said in a 
written statement after an Oval Office appearance with his brother, Interior Secretary Gale Norton and a 
























































representative of the Collier family and Florida officials. 


"This is a big day for Florida," the younger Bush told reporters afterward, saying the deals would protect "the 
prettiest beaches in the world" as well as "one of America's greatest treasures, the Everglades." 

Spanning the southern tip of the Florida peninsula and most of Florida Bay, Everglades National Park is renowned 
for its rich plant and animal life, including large wading birds, such as the roseate spoonbill, wood stork and great 
blue heron. 

The agreements are a boost to Gov. Bush, who is expected to face Democrat Janet Reno (news - web sites) , the 
former U.S. attorney general, in the November election for the governorship of Florida — a state with a particularly 
active environmental movement. 

Gov. Bush did not see any irony in the decision to prevent oil and gas exploration in the deals announced on 
Wednesday and his brother's long-standing argument for greater domestic energy production, particularly by drilling 
in Alaska. 

"I find nothing ironic about it at all. Each one of these cases needs to be looked at in terms of the balance to preserve 
the natural environment with the economic interests of a state," he said, citing tourism's importance to Florida. 


"I'm governor of Florida," he said, saying the decision on drilling in ANWR was up to others and adding with a 
laugh. "Alaska is a wonderful place but it's a little cold for me." 
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washingtonpost.com 


Bush Wades Into Everglades 

$235 Million Move to Buy Back Development Rights Boosts Jeb Bush 

By Michael Grunwald and Eric Pianin 
Washington Post Staff Writers 
Wednesday, May 29, 2002; 1:10 PM 

President Bush announced two major deals today to protect Florida's natural treasures from oil and gas drilling, 
pledging $235 million to buy out mineral rights in the cypress swamps of the Everglades and off the white-sand 
beaches of the Gulf of Mexico. 

The Bush administration has been pushing to expand oil and gas exploration nationwide, but today's agreements 
should burnish the president's environmental credentials in the swing state that decided the 2000 election. The deals 
to protect some of the last refuges of the endangered Florida panther as well as the Florida gulf coast should also 
provide a political boost to his brother, Florida Gov. Jeb Bush (R), who is up for reelection this fall. 

"Florida is known worldwide for its beautiful coastal waters and the Everglades," the president said at an Oval Office 
ceremony this morning. "Today we are acting to preserve both." 

"The actions we're taking today to preserve Florida's environment are truly unprecedented," the governor said in a 
statement. "Today, thanks to the president's support, we are reversing the momentum of nearly half a century in 
Florida." 

Florida environmentalists hailed both deals for protecting important resources from serious threats. National 
environmentalists were pleased, too, although they complained that President Bush has been far less anxious to block 
drilling in other states. Mary Munson, the Florida director of the National Parks Conservation Association, said her 
group is "absolutely delighted," but she also noted the contrast with the Bush administration's efforts to open the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and other public lands for exploration. 

We hope this administration will treat other parks and refuges outside of Florida with equal respect and attention," 
said Munson, whose group recently gave the administration a D-plus for its stewardship of national parks. 

Administration officials noted that there were two main differences between drilling in Alaska and drilling in Florida. 
Alaska's governor and legislative leaders welcomed oil exploration, while Florida's leaders opposed it. And the Arctic 
refuge's estimated oil reserves are more than 100 times larger than the reserves in the Everglades. Last year. Interior 
Secretary Gale Norton had floated a proposal to expand drilling in the Gulf of Mexico, but she agreed to a * 
moratorium within 100 miles of the Florida coast after Gov. Bush objected. 

"When it comes to energy development on federal lands, each case must be evaluated individually in cooperation with 
the people who live in the area," Norton said today. "In this case, the amount of oil available was relatively small 
compared to the nation's overall energy needs, the impact of development could be significant, and the government 
and people of Florida supported this action." 

In the Everglades, the Interior Department agreed to spend $120 million in cash or future drilling credits to buy out 
oil and gas rights held by Collier Resources in three federally protected refuges in South Florida: Big Cypress 
National Preserve, Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge and Ten Thousand Islands National Wildlife Refuge. 
These forested swamplands are home to some of the last 80 panthers on earth, as well as endangered American 
crocodiles and red-cockaded woodpeckers. Collier owns about 72 percent of the mineral rights in those areas, and 
Interior officials believe the deal should preclude further development there. 

The Everglades agreement must still be approved by Congress. 


The federal and Florida governments have already launched a $7.8 billion project to replumb the Everglades, the most 
ambitious environmental restoration effort in history. Activists today said the idea of petroleum exploration there 
bordered on blasphemy. 

The notion that you would drill in the Everglades is insane," said Shannon Estenoz, the Everglades coordinator for 
the World Wildlife Fund. "Closing the door on that insanity is a very good thing." 

In the Gulf of Mexico, Interior and the Justice Department negotiated a $115 million deal with Chevron, Conoco and 
Murphy Oil to settle their lawsuit over oil and gas leases 25 miles off Pensacola. The deal will retire seven of the nine 
leases in the so-called Destin Dome area, and will suspend the other two until at least 2012. 

"This has been a 20-year war against the oil and gas industry to protect our coast," said Mark Ferrulo, director of the 
Florida Public Interest Research Group. "And while this doesn't represent the nail in the coffin, it's about as close as 
you can get to that." 


© 2002 The Washington Post Company 
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Industry Anti-Smoking Ads Make Kids Smoke - 
Report 

Wed May 29, 5:45 PMET 


By Maggie Fox, Health and Science Correspondent 


WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Advertisements launched by the tobacco industry to limit teen smoking may actually 
make them want to smoke more, researchers and anti-smoking activists said on Wednesday. 

The ads seem to appeal to the contrary nature of many teens, and are "distinctly counter" to expert findings that 
have found that directly telling teens not to smoke only encourages them, a report published in the American Journal 
of Public Health finds. 

They urged Philip Morris Cos Inc to drop its "Think. Don't Smoke" campaign, and said their own approach seemed 
to work better to discourage adolescents from smoking. 

The Philip Morris campaign is only intensifying the tobacco epidemic the country finds itself in today, and we will 
continue to work with (the American Legacy Foundation) and others to address this important public health issue," 
Dr. Mohammad Akhter, executive director of American Public Health Association ( news - web sites), which 
publishes the journal, said in a statement. 

Philip Morris said it would consider the criticisms. 

"Philip Morris U.S.A.'s Youth Smoking Prevention department will review the study and supporting data and then 
seek a meeting with the American Legacy Foundation to learn more about their methodology and conclusions as well 
as to discuss ways we can work together toward our common goal of preventing youth smoking," Howard Willard, 
senior vice president for youth smoking prevention at the company, said in a statement. 

We are very interested in reviewing the American Legacy Foundation's study to see if any changes to our approach 
are warranted." 

SURVEY OF 18,000 TEENS 

The researchers, led by Matthew Farrelly at the research Triangle Institute in Research Triangle Park, North 
Carolina, surveyed nearly 18,000 young men and women aged 12 to 24 in late 1999 and early 2000. ' 

Philip Morris s Think. Dont Smoke" campaign began in 1998, and the American Legacy Foundation's "Truths" 
campaign had been running for 10 months. 

The "Truths" campaign seemed to be working, the researchers said. "Whereas exposure to the 'Truths' campaign 











































positively changed youths' attitudes toward tobacco, the Philip Morris campaign had a counterproductive influence, 


"Philip Morris's 'Think. Don't Smoke' effort parades as a youth anti-smoking campaign, but it's really a wolf in 
sheep's clothing," Cheryl Healton, president and chief executive officer of Legacy, said. "Philip Morris should pull its 
’Think. Don’t Smoke’ ads off the air.” 

William Corr, executive vice president of the Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids, added, "Instead of reducing youth 
smoking, they insidiously encourage kids to use tobacco and become addicted Philip Morris customers." 

Legacy was founded with funds from the tobacco industry as part of the $246 billion 1998 agreement between states 
and tobacco companies they were suing. 

Its "Truths" campaign included a television ad in which a man-sized rat crawls from the subway to make the point 
that rat poison and cigarettes both contain cyanide. 

And the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (news - web sites! credits the campaign, along with tighter laws 
restricting children's access to tobacco and higher taxes on cigarettes, with cutting teen smoking rates. It says less 
than 29 percent of high school students admitted they had smoked in the previous month in 2001, down from 34.8 
percent in 1999. 


The Federal Trade Commission reported this month that the six largest cigarette manufacturers spent $9.57 billion 
on advertising and promotions in 2000, a 16.2 percent increase over 1999. 
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